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ITA MEMBER NATION ACTIVITY REPORTS 2019

FUTURE TUNNELLING ACTIVITIES
The Gabrobo bypass, 20,124.50km 
to 30,673.48km. In this future project 
there are 5 tunnels with a total length of 
7231m. The tunnels have different cross 
sections from 80m2 to 120m2

Highway Struma “Kruptnik-Kresna”- 7 
tunnels with a total length of 7963m.

Canada

Bulgaria

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES DURING 
2019 AND TO DATE
2019 TAC Technical Workshop
The 2019 TAC Technical Workshop was 
held October 21-22 in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
and featured 14 technical presentations 
from local, Canadian, American and 
International speakers under the theme 
The Use of Tunnelling Technologies and 
Underground Space for Stormwater and 
Flood Control. This was the first time TAC 
held an event in Winnipeg, and it attracted 
over 80 participants and was a tremendous 
success. 

TAC 2019 Awards Dinner 
The Tunnelling Association of Canada 

CURRENT TUNNELLING ACTIVITIES
Extension of the Sofia Metro, III – metroline 
Botevgradsko shose blvd – Bul “Vladimir 
Vazov – Central city, private Ovcha kupel – 
I stage – Subway station 6 – Park Zaimov L 
= 105m. Tunnel underpass L = 23m, cross 
sectional area = 35m2; Subway station 8 
“Orlov most” – two tunnels with a total 
length of 66m and cross sectional area 
of 220m2; Tunnel underpass L = 95m. 
Cross section 35m2, Tunnel before Subway 
station 6 length 190m. cross section: 75m2

presented achievement awards in 2019 
recognizing deserving individuals and 
projects in the Canadian tunnelling industry. 
The following awards were presented:
n Lifetime Achievement Award – Enrique 

Fernández Gonzáles (posthumous)
n Canadian Innovation Initiative Award – 

Dragados Canada, gGravity Engineering, 
Dr. Sauer & Partners, City of Ottawa, SNC 
Lavalin and Ellis Don for the “Ottawa LRT 
Construction Sequence and Tension Tie 
Support for Shallow Urban Caverns” 

n Canadian Project of the Year (Up 
to $100M CAD) – Ward & Burke 
Microtunnelling, Metro Vancouver, 
Stantec and the Langley Concrete 
Group for the “South Surrey 

Interceptor – Johnston Road Section”
n Dan Eisenstein Memorial Scholarship – 

Antoine Gagnon

Full 2019 details are posted on the TAC 
website at http://www.tunnelcanada.ca/
awards_2019.php. 

Chapter Activities
TAC’s Ontario and British Columbia 
chapters continue to be very active running 
up to eight meetings (each) annually and 
featuring presentations on Canadian and 
international tunnelling projects. The 
Ontario Chapter closes the year with a 
December social, which was attended by 
over 100 members and non-members in 
2019. The BC Chapter always opens the 
year in January with a combined meeting 
with the Vancouver Geotechnical Society. 
The Quebec Chapter is partnering with the 
local section of the Canadian Geotechnical 
Society to run events in Montreal.

TAC Young Members
TAC had another successful year running 
numerous student and young member 
presentations and tours in Eastern 
and Western Canada. TAC’s student 
membership grew to 80 members in 2019, 
up from 48 in 2018, reflecting the success 
of our YM Group’s initiatives.

CANADIAN TUNNELLING ACTIVITIES
ONTARIO
The Ontario tunnelling market continues 
to be strong and is attracting both local 
and international competition. Currently 

III -5004 “Gabrovo bypass” from 0000km 
to 31,000km, drilling and construction of 
Tunnel No 1 from 12,420km to 12,960km 
with a length of 540m and cross section of 
66m2

Highway “Hemus” - Rehabilitation of the 
Vitinyia tunnel. Length = 1195m and cross 
section area of around 100m2 

Highway “Struma” Tunnel “Zheleznica” with 
a length of around 2000m 

Name: Tunnelling Association of Canada (TAC)

Type of Structure: Federally incorporated     
non-for-profit society

Number of Members (2019): 474 (326 full, 54 corporate, 14 retired, 80 
student) 

Board of Directors (2019): Officers: Erik Eberhardt - President, Rick Lovat 
- Immediate Past President, Bruce Downing - Vice President West, Steve 
Skelhorn - Vice President East, Michelle Richards - Treasurer, Derek Zoldy - 
Secretary 

Directors: Stephanie Robillard - BC Region, Remco Kleinlugtenbelt - Alberta, 
Jason Mann - Manitoba and Prairies, Dan Ifrim - Ontario, Jean Habimana - 
Québec and Maritimes, Nichole Boultbee, Andrew Caruana, Mark Diederichs, 
Connor Langford, Boro Lukajic, Andre Solecki, Seamus Tynan

Name: Bulgarian Association for Geotechnical     
and Tunnel Construction - BAGTC

Type of Structure: non profit, open association

Number of Members: Unavailable

STATISTICS

1.  List of tunnels completed
 The Gabrovo bypass Tunnel from 

12,420km to 12,960km
 Extension to the Sofia Metro III

2.  List of tunnels under construction
 Rehabilitation of the Vitinyia Tunnel 

on the “Hemus” Highway
 The Zheleznica Tunnel on the 

“Struma” Highway




