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ITA Member Nation Activity Reports 2022

Belgium
Name: ABTUS-BVOTS (Association Belge des Techniques et de l’Urbanisme 
Souterrains - Belgische Vereniging voor Ondergrondse Technieken en 
Stedebouw 
Type of Structure: Non profit, open association
Number of Members: 17 individual members, 53 corporate members 

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES DURING 
2022 AND TO DATE
In 2022 the Belgian Tunnelling Association 
continued to promote underground 
solutions to resolve congestion problems, 
crossing of waterways and sensitive 
areas. Several site visits were organised, 
including a site visit on the Grand Paris 
Express Ligne 17, as well as our annual 
seminar with this year’s topic ‘Seminar 
on Underground and Environment” on 
the 29th of March. In cooperation with the 
Flemish engineering association ie-net, we 
organized on the 15th of June a seminar 
on the Fehmarnbelt Link (Denmark). On 
the occasion of the World Tunnel Day 
on the 2nd of December, a successful 
1st Tunnel Asset Owners Day has been 
organized in Antwerp. We strengthened 
our close cooperation within the EUTF 
regarding the interests of the European 
Tunnel Community in general and with 
strong knowledge sharing objectives. We 
continued our close cooperation with the 
French Tunnelling Society AFTES, from 
who we share the same magazine T&ES. 

Our activities are visible on 
https://www.abtus-bvots.com/ 

  
CURRENT TUNNELLING ACTIVITIES
In 2022, the following activities were 
ongoing: 
The renovation of the metro station 
Lemonnier and the start of the new Toots 
Thielemans Subway station (MIVB/STIB), 
as part of Metro Line 3. The construction 
works on the 233m-long Toots Thielemans 
subway station, formerly known as 
‘Constitution’, started in 2020 and will be 
completed by 2025. The renovation and 
expansion of the Lemonnier tram station 
will follow between 2025 and 2028.

The future Toots Thielemans subway 
station: 

Extension of the Metro Line 3 from 
Brussels North to Bordet

Several mechanized tunnels for 
stormwater drainage systems, energy and 
utilities

In Brussels, the rehabilitation of the 
road tunnels of the city’s inner ring has 
continued. These quite old tunnels are 
completely refurbished and will get an 
up-to-date control system. In Liège, 
renovation of the Grosses Battes & 
Kinkempois tunnel has been finished

In Flanders, renovation of several tunnels 
with safety upgrades has continued, as f.e. 
the renovation of the Kennedy Road Tunnel 
with new control and safety systems.
Start of the construction dock in 
Zeebruges for the tunnel elements on 
the Scheldt tunnel of the Oosterweel 
connection (this 1.8km long immersed 
tunnel will have two tubes for motorway 

Azerbaijan

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES DURING 2022 AND TO DATE
• Experts participated in the examination of the 1,700m long tunnel in the 

Dashkesan region and presented proposals for remediation.
• A 120-page methodology manual was prepared for those engaged in the 

construction of metro tunnels.
• The Union submitted its proposal for an exploration tunnel in the Balakan region 

of Azerbaijan
 

Name: Azerbaijan Tunnelling Association  
Type of Structure: Non-profit 
Number of Members: A nine-member management board and large 
membership

EDUCATION ON TUNNELLING IN THE COUNTRY

Azerbaijan University of Construction and Architecture offers bachelor’s, master’s and 
postgraduate courses.
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The information supplied with be published in the ITA Activity Report magazine and published with the June/July issue 
of Tunnelling Journal. Please complete the form below (please type everything in upper and lowercase – no CAPITALS) 
and return it to secretariat@ita-aites.org (or dropbox) no later than February 28, 2023. The 2021 report magazine is 
available on ITA website - 

Name of Country: Belgium 

Name of Association: ABTUS-BVOTS (Association Belge des Techniques et de l’Urbanisme 
Souterrains – Belgische Vereniging voor Ondergrondse Technieken en Stedebouw 

Type of Structure: non-profit, open association 

Number of Members: 17 individual members, 53 corporate members  

Association logo:         

Contact person details: Bart De Pauw (secretary general), website https://www.abtus-bvots.com/ 

Association Activities during 2022 and to date 
 

 
In 2022 the Belgian Tunnelling Association continued to promote underground solutions to resolve 
congestion problems, crossing of waterways and sensitive areas. Several site visits were organised, 
including a site visit on the Grand Paris Express Ligne 17, as well as our annual seminar with this year’s 
topic ‘Seminar on Underground and Environment” on the 29th of March. In cooperation with the Flemish 
engineering association ie-net, we organized on the 15th of June a seminar on the Fehmarnbelt Link 
(Danmark). On the occasion of the World Tunnel Day on the 2nd of December, a successful 1st Tunnel 
Asset Owners Day has been organized in Antwerp. We strengthened our close cooperation within the 
EUTF regarding the interests of the European Tunnel Community in general and with strong knowledge 
sharing objectives. We continued our close cooperation with the French Tunnelling Society AFTES, from 
who we share the same magazine T&ES. Our activities are visible on https://www.abtus-bvots.com/ 

Current Tunnelling Activities 
 

In 2022, the following activities were ongoing: 
 The renovation of the metro station Lemonnier and the start of the new Toots Thielemans 

Subway station (MIVB/STIB), as part of Metro Line 3. The construction works on the 233m-long 
Toots Thielemans subway station, formerly known as 'Constitution', have started in 2020 and be 
completed by 2025. The renovation and expansion of the Lemonnier tram station will follow 
between 2025 and 2028. 

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Tunnelling Activities – continued 
Future Toots Thielemans subway station:  

  
Extension Metro Line 3 from Brussels North till Bordet, preparation works in Brussels North: 

   
 Several mechanized tunnels for stormwater drainage systems, energy and utilities:  

   
 In Brussels, the rehabilitation of the road tunnels of the city’s inner ring has continued. These 

quite old tunnels are completely refurbished and will get an up-to-date control system.  
 In Liège, renovation of tunnel Grosses Battes & Kinkempois has been finished: 

    
 In Flanders, renovation of several tunnels with safety upgrades has continued, as f.e. the 

renovation of the Kennedy Road Tunnel with new control and safety systems. 
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