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ITA Member Nation Activity Reports 2022

Belgium
Name: ABTUS-BVOTS (Association Belge des Techniques et de l’Urbanisme 
Souterrains - Belgische Vereniging voor Ondergrondse Technieken en 
Stedebouw 
Type of Structure: Non profit, open association
Number of Members: 17 individual members, 53 corporate members 

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES DURING 
2022 AND TO DATE
In 2022 the Belgian Tunnelling Association 
continued to promote underground 
solutions to resolve congestion problems, 
crossing of waterways and sensitive 
areas. Several site visits were organised, 
including a site visit on the Grand Paris 
Express Ligne 17, as well as our annual 
seminar with this year’s topic ‘Seminar 
on Underground and Environment” on 
the 29th of March. In cooperation with the 
Flemish engineering association ie-net, we 
organized on the 15th of June a seminar 
on the Fehmarnbelt Link (Denmark). On 
the occasion of the World Tunnel Day 
on the 2nd of December, a successful 
1st Tunnel Asset Owners Day has been 
organized in Antwerp. We strengthened 
our close cooperation within the EUTF 
regarding the interests of the European 
Tunnel Community in general and with 
strong knowledge sharing objectives. We 
continued our close cooperation with the 
French Tunnelling Society AFTES, from 
who we share the same magazine T&ES. 

Our activities are visible on 
https://www.abtus-bvots.com/ 

  
CURRENT TUNNELLING ACTIVITIES
In 2022, the following activities were 
ongoing: 
The renovation of the metro station 
Lemonnier and the start of the new Toots 
Thielemans Subway station (MIVB/STIB), 
as part of Metro Line 3. The construction 
works on the 233m-long Toots Thielemans 
subway station, formerly known as 
‘Constitution’, started in 2020 and will be 
completed by 2025. The renovation and 
expansion of the Lemonnier tram station 
will follow between 2025 and 2028.

The future Toots Thielemans subway 
station: 

Extension of the Metro Line 3 from 
Brussels North to Bordet

Several mechanized tunnels for 
stormwater drainage systems, energy and 
utilities

In Brussels, the rehabilitation of the 
road tunnels of the city’s inner ring has 
continued. These quite old tunnels are 
completely refurbished and will get an 
up-to-date control system. In Liège, 
renovation of the Grosses Battes & 
Kinkempois tunnel has been finished

In Flanders, renovation of several tunnels 
with safety upgrades has continued, as f.e. 
the renovation of the Kennedy Road Tunnel 
with new control and safety systems.
Start of the construction dock in 
Zeebruges for the tunnel elements on 
the Scheldt tunnel of the Oosterweel 
connection (this 1.8km long immersed 
tunnel will have two tubes for motorway 
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The information supplied with be published in the ITA Activity Report magazine and published with the June/July issue 
of Tunnelling Journal. Please complete the form below (please type everything in upper and lowercase – no CAPITALS) 
and return it to secretariat@ita-aites.org (or dropbox) no later than February 28, 2023. The 2021 report magazine is 
available on ITA website - 

Name of Country: Belgium 

Name of Association: ABTUS-BVOTS (Association Belge des Techniques et de l’Urbanisme 
Souterrains – Belgische Vereniging voor Ondergrondse Technieken en Stedebouw 

Type of Structure: non-profit, open association 

Number of Members: 17 individual members, 53 corporate members  

Association logo:         

Contact person details: Bart De Pauw (secretary general), website https://www.abtus-bvots.com/ 

Association Activities during 2022 and to date 
 

 
In 2022 the Belgian Tunnelling Association continued to promote underground solutions to resolve 
congestion problems, crossing of waterways and sensitive areas. Several site visits were organised, 
including a site visit on the Grand Paris Express Ligne 17, as well as our annual seminar with this year’s 
topic ‘Seminar on Underground and Environment” on the 29th of March. In cooperation with the Flemish 
engineering association ie-net, we organized on the 15th of June a seminar on the Fehmarnbelt Link 
(Danmark). On the occasion of the World Tunnel Day on the 2nd of December, a successful 1st Tunnel 
Asset Owners Day has been organized in Antwerp. We strengthened our close cooperation within the 
EUTF regarding the interests of the European Tunnel Community in general and with strong knowledge 
sharing objectives. We continued our close cooperation with the French Tunnelling Society AFTES, from 
who we share the same magazine T&ES. Our activities are visible on https://www.abtus-bvots.com/ 

Current Tunnelling Activities 
 

In 2022, the following activities were ongoing: 
 The renovation of the metro station Lemonnier and the start of the new Toots Thielemans 

Subway station (MIVB/STIB), as part of Metro Line 3. The construction works on the 233m-long 
Toots Thielemans subway station, formerly known as 'Constitution', have started in 2020 and be 
completed by 2025. The renovation and expansion of the Lemonnier tram station will follow 
between 2025 and 2028. 

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Tunnelling Activities – continued 
Future Toots Thielemans subway station:  

  
Extension Metro Line 3 from Brussels North till Bordet, preparation works in Brussels North: 

   
 Several mechanized tunnels for stormwater drainage systems, energy and utilities:  

   
 In Brussels, the rehabilitation of the road tunnels of the city’s inner ring has continued. These 

quite old tunnels are completely refurbished and will get an up-to-date control system.  
 In Liège, renovation of tunnel Grosses Battes & Kinkempois has been finished: 

    
 In Flanders, renovation of several tunnels with safety upgrades has continued, as f.e. the 

renovation of the Kennedy Road Tunnel with new control and safety systems. 
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traffic and a separate tube for cyclists 
and pedestrians). See for the project on 
https://www.lantis.be/

FUTURE TUNNELLING ACTIVITIES
On the 30th March 2023, our annual 
seminar will be held with the topic 

cover tunnels has been done.
The road tunnels of Brussels inner 

ring will be further rehabilitated and will 
become safer.

In the future, the second railway 
track from Antwerp’s main shunting 
station towards the hinterland will 
become necessary. This will involve the 
construction of two single track 16km 
long tunnels to underpass the Albert 
canal and several motorways and to avoid 
interference with the quite dense urban 
area on the surface.

In Flanders, several tunnel projects 
are in the stage of a pre-design or in the 
stage of a building permit, as f.e. the Ring 
of Ronse, North-South Link in Limburg, 
R4WO Tunnelling Project Ghent (https://
r4wo.be/)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Tunnelling Activities – continued 
Future Toots Thielemans subway station:  
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 In Brussels, the rehabilitation of the road tunnels of the city’s inner ring has continued. These 

quite old tunnels are completely refurbished and will get an up-to-date control system.  
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‘Seminar on Underground Storage of 
Nuclear Waste in Belgium’.

In Brussels, the existing metro line 
will be adapted at the south station and 
extended at the north station, so that 
the whole line can be changed to a fully 
automated subway system. The works 
have started. The tender for the extension 
of the metro from the north station 
towards the new NATO-building has also 
started.

In Antwerp the works for the Oosterweel 
Connection (closing of the northern 
motorway ring) have been started with the 
adaptation of the interchanger at the left 
bank of the Scheldt River. The preparation 
works for the immersed tunnel under the 
Scheldt River have been started (works 
2020-2027). The tendering for the cut-and-

Name: Brazilian Tunnelling Committee (CBT) 
Type of Structure: CBT is a committee of the Brazilian Society for Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ABMS). It is an open society 
based on membership
Number of Members: 218 Individual Affiliate Members and 18 Corporate 
Affiliate Members. 

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES DURING 
2022 AND TO DATE
January
18th – Beginning of discussions for the 
creation of a Technical Standard of Tunnel 
Inspection for the Brazilian Technical 
Standards Association 

February
17th – Webinar CBT – “Geotechnologies 
applied to underground infrastructure 
works” – Vinicius Figueiredo
25th - Online tunnellers chat

March
17th – Lecture for undergraduate 
students in Engineering at UFRGS and 
La Salle universities in Porto Alegre. 
“Tunnels for a better life” – Eloi Palma 
Filho.
24th – Webinar CBT – “Tunnel portal 
construction in humid tropical highlands” 
– Álvaro Rodrigues
25th - Online tunnelers chat

April 
6th – Book release event – “Shotcrete 
Manual” – Paulo Fernando Araújo; 
with the special chapter: “Shotcrete in 

Brazil

tunnels”
28th – Webinar CBT – “Use of drilling 
fluids in shields” - Leonardo Silveira

May
17th – Lecture organized by the 
Engineering Institute – “Tunnels in urban 
areas” – Tarcísio Barreto Celestino
26th – Webinar CBT – “South Coast 
Tunnels - Florianópolis Bypass” - Thiago 
de Sa Lima
28th – Lecture for the Portuguese 
Tunnelling Association (CPT), as part of a 
tunnel workshop, entitled “When to use 
a TBM - Types of machines and selecting 
the most suitable one” – Daniela Garroux 
G. de Oliveira

July 
29th – Webinar CBT – “Technologies 
for safe tunnelling and underground 
mining operations” - Marcelo Fernandes, 
Renato Almeida & Marcus Benassi

August 
25th – Webinar CBT – “Challenges 
experienced in tunnel boring machine 
construction - projects in Australia” – 
Viviana Braga

September
29th – Webinar CBT – “Solutions for TBM 
technologies” - Rolando Justa

October
13th – Webinar CBT – “Madrid Metro and 
its use of the Belgian Method” – Cláudio 
Dias
26th – Lecture in the Argentinian 
Tunnelling Association (AATES, Asociación 
Argentina de Túneles y Espacios 
Subterráneos), in the event 12ª Jornadas 
de Túneles y Espacios Subterráneos – 
Hugo Rocha.

November 
10th – Webinar CBT – “Upcoming projects 
in Prague: route selection for a railway 
tunnel and new metro line” - Zdenek Zizka
27th – Webinar CBT – WTC 2022 Echoes 
– Several presenters talking about their 
publications and experience during the 
ITA-AITES WTC 2022

December
2nd – Tunnel Day Hybrid Event – Theme: 
“Production Challenges in Large Tunnel 
Excavation”; total of 120 live attendance, 
plus over 900 online


