Tunnelling

Journal

HOME FRINT - DIGITAL - COMFERENCES = BUYER'S GUIDE EVENTS DIARY JOES ABOUT Us COMTACT US PODCAST

HOME (HTTPS://TUNNELLINGJOURNAL.COM/) > TUNNELLING
MUST COMMUNICATE ON CLIMATE CHANGE NOW, SAYS NEW ITA
PRESIDENT

Tunnelling Must
Communicate On Climate
Change Now, Says New ITA

President

WRITTEN BY GARY ON 09/09/2022 (HTTPS://TUNNELLINGJOURNAL.COM/2022/09/09/) IN NEWS
(HTTPS://TUNNELLINGJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/NEWS/)

TAGGED: CLIMATE CHANGE (HTTPS://TUNNELLINGJOURNAL.COM/TAG/CLIMATE-CHANGE/),ITA
(HTTPS://TUNNELLINGJOURNAL.COM/TAG/ITA/),PROFESSOR ARNOLD DIX (HTTPS://TUNNELLINGJOURNAL.COM/TAG/PROFESSOR-ARNOLD-

DIX/)

The global tunnelling community must drastically change the way it communicates with politicians and other decision makers
to explain how underground space can positively impact on climate change. This is the message from the incoming president

of the International Tunnelling and Underground Space Association (ITA-AITES) Arnold Dix.

Professor Dix, who is a barrister and scientist specialising in
underground space, fire and life safety, was elected as
president on 7 September 2022 at the ITA's general
assembly, which was held at the World Tunnelling Congress
in Copenhagen. As well as serving on the ITA's executive
council and working groups, he is a member of the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and PIARC, the
world road association. Dix succeeds Jinxiu (Jenny) Yan,

the association'’s first ever female president.

Dix's argument is that the tunnelling industry needs to
articulate the benefits of underground space and

infrastructure through the language of climate change, in

ways that can be clearly understood by non-engineers. “It's
not just about carbon, it's about our social, economic and

environmental footprint and what we can deliver for society,” said Dix, addressing the ITA young members’ session at the congress.


https://tunnellingjournal.com/2022/09/09/
https://tunnellingjournal.com/category/news/
https://tunnellingjournal.com/tag/climate-change/
https://tunnellingjournal.com/tag/ita/
https://tunnellingjournal.com/tag/professor-arnold-dix/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuGGKJRaChxRqxMPr9TVA2mEvbTYQ9RmxT3lX0Uni250H1iUTyFyNpmgD9uOlfINwB8o6VMpzjJlPK1Z9KfVlKLmCw-Uh4JVTW7M5h9LHAmsmikHG_W0zpnCOywhBunwP3yPW4f6YeDv7KzaXR1ulhs0tAud3KsPbKhPa4UNXMwWVbPVRQMb-NwF3KCp7hGY5H6D7RfiayVq_PwuT7l1lP66GMOWVcjvALAc40R_vLMiE7bRmEL7ACc4tBbQ6QNHGsZK-3nsCtc01EZ_TtuxXxrT5vHm7naJqLkR3LXktBsHvDJNw1WTNlHoToPoOnTZ_jMyA7NVqaUUzyq0cI&sai=AMfl-YRfq3JG0jSflB7hAvSp2xNa0Ka6MbSq9-eLaolhBwIGi6JsHz-bFFHnyxalEDgWGI1z_FsVbUB46X9rm_HId1xTNNzDCLsmMq983aljCSdTBjjpVRTqFfMrZq2JFro&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL8ipjC2Aa2h&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.herrenknecht.com/
https://tunnellingjournal.com/

Dix wants the industry to talk about how underground space contributes to the United Nation's 17 Sustainable Development Goals

(https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals?
utm_source=EN&utm_medium=GSR&utm_content=US_UNDP_PaidSearch_Brand_EnglishGutm_campaign=CENTRAL&c_src=CE

NTRAL&c_src2=GSR&gclid=CjOKCQjwyOuYBhCGARISAIAGQRPyOh78l gmPzr8BfXZn8FyJH2YNsCR3JqJybrfuD6We727430fgJd-

UaAs6PEALw_wcB), launched in 2015. The goals encompass a wide-ranging raft of issues including an end to poverty and hunger,

good health and wellbeing, affordable and clean energy and reduced inequalities — as well as sustainable cities and communities

and life on land and below water.

Dix, who was uncontested in the election for president, is calling on the
tunnelling associations of ITA member nations around the world to take action

now.

“There are still people within our industry that do not understand the urgency of
this,” Dix told the young members. “| need you to make them understand that
there's nothing threatening about this, they just need to come on the journey

with us.”

Dix’s vision will require a significant shake up of the way that the ITA operates and
communicates. The first step towards making change was an audit of the
association, conducted during the past 12 months, the findings of which were

reported to members during the congress.

You can read more about Dix's agenda on climate change in an article he wrote for the April issue of Tunnelling Journal here

(https://tunnellingjournal.com/arhive/tunnelling-journal-april-may-2022/?highlight=Arnold+Dix&whatPage=56).
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