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Astonishing Tunnelling Work in China

Martin Knights President of the International Tunnelling Association”

"On the occassion of my visit to
Shanghai | wish to congratulate the
Chinese Civil Engineering Society for
their good work and support for the
Intemational Tunnelling Association. The
ITA recognises the great strides forward
made by the Chinese Tunnelling
Industry and even though | am a
frequent visitor to China | am always
impressed by the programme of
tunnelling work.The last fime | was here
in Beijing in March | heard that Beijing
wanted fo build 7 new metro lines in
the next 10 years!! Very impressive.
| also understand that big efforts are
being made to Improve safety statistics
and performance on tunnelling sites
and | wish you success that makes sure
that your workers are safe.Good Tunnel
Managers should always consider
safety for their workers.

| hear stories that China is going
to be more involved in intemational
construction projects in fransport and
water in Africa and South America.So
in addition fo a big work programme

at home , China is very active in other
countries.

The world tunnelling activity in the next
15 years promises fo be very high .Of
course the international markets are
curently affected by the world financial
crisis. However, many governments
are accelerating their infrastructure
consfruction programmes “to build their
way out of the recession” .Govemments
such as Gemany ,China,and Singapore
are now embarking on new metro,road
and rail and water projects that involve
tunnelling and they have brought
forward plans fo keep people working
and fo prevent potential unemployment
that could affect their economies if the
recession lasts longer than is thought.

In the UK we are planning much
tunnelling work In London with private
and public funding.However, the lack
of funding could delay projects.in the
USA it is the same issue, but President
Obama wants to accelerate future

plans to build new projects ta allow:

new employment opportunities.

The Chinese company STEC is very
active in seeking work opportunities
in London and | recently met many
representatives of STEC in London
for a major metro rail project in the
cenfre of London.This demonstrates
the widespread intemational activity of
Chinese Construction companies.

My curent visit fo Shanghai is for the
4th China Tunnelling Symposium where
I am speaking this week.| hope to meet
many members of CCES and the
Chinese Tunnelling “family .| am also
looking forward to hearing about new
technology and innovation in China as
well at the Summit.

Finally my best wishes o fhe Chinese
Tunnelling Industry and | wish you
continued future success and when

| return next March in 2010 | hope 1o
spend longer here in Shanghal and fo
visit construction pro;ects,




