
                                            

 

Mark your calendars! 
 
 
 

ITACUS THINK DEEP NATIONAL ACTION PROGRAMME (TDNAP) 
Monday 21st October 1 - 4 pm 

Malmö University, Malmö 
Urban Underground spaces: future questions 

 
Over the past two decades, in the context of continued global population growth and increasing urbanisation, 

cities around the world have been faced with the challenges of limited free space, soaring land prices, traffic 

congestion and deteriorating environmental conditions. In response to these challenges, urban underground 

space development is widely considered as an effective approach to help contemporary cities to achieve urban 

sustainability, resilience and liveability goals; and as an opportunity to move a variety of (functional) urban 

infrastructure underground in order to free up urban surface space for amenity (See Admiraal and Cornaro 

2018). 

There are a range of initiatives around the world calling for a better engagement and coordination on what is 

happening below the surface in cities. So far, these efforts have tried to engage groups of urban planners, 

engineers, geologists and policy makers to demonstrate the relevance of thinking about the subterranean 

dimension when planning for the city. These initiatives have been fruitful in engaging and capturing the 

attention of a diversity of organisations and individuals, including academics from a range of disciplines 

involved in the built environment. An important part of the workshop’s interest is also to think who else 

could/should be invited to the conversation. 

This workshop builds momentum to take the discussion to a next level and formulate question(s) about 

policy, governance, public engagement and investment, that will further our thinking when it comes to 

the integration of urban underground spaces into planning practices. We will be joined by leading thinkers 

of the International Tunnelling and Underground Space Association on Underground Space (ITACUS), 

academics, policy makers and industry experts, engaging in topics such as critical urban infrastructure, the 

right to the city and the role of (subterranean) urban commons. 

Come and take part in an exciting exchange about urban integration and urban underground spaces.  

Please RSVP by October 15th, 2019 as spaces are limited 
Register here 

 
Suggested material in preparation for the workshop: 

 
• Watch this video as an introduction to the Think Deep National Action Program: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuggpMtvXqQ 

• Information about International tunnelling and Underground Space Association (ITACUS):  

https://about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/itacus/news-announcements 

• Hear some of the Think Deep UK group voices: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_KjJTbO6FE&feature=youtu.be 

• European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) sub-urban summary: http://sub-

urban.squarespace.com/new-index 

 
These materials will be available upon registration: 

 
• Read this chapter: Han Admiraal and Antonia Cornaro (2018) “The subsurface as the final urban frontier” in 

Underground Spaces Unveiled: Planning and Creating the Cities of the Future. ICE Publishing.  

• Read this article: M Melo Zurita (2019) “Challenge Sub Terra Nullius: a critical underground urbanism project” 

Australian Geographer. Forthcoming. 
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