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Today’s Agenda
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• Steering Committee Report

• Member Nations Report
• Mexico & India

• What next for ITAym? [Workshop]

• Candidates and elections (10:30AM)

• ExCo Attendance (11AM)

• WTC2020



How does 
ITAym fit into 

the ITA 
Faimily?
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Steering Committee 
Report
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Keith Bannerman

Jasmin Amberg

Chrysothemis Paraskevopoulou

Giuseppe Gaspari

Jekaterina Jonsson

Nicolas Ziv



2018/19 
Committee
Keith, Jasmin, Sindre, 
Chrysothemis, Nicolas, 
Jekaterina, Giuseppe
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ITAym Goals
TO BE THE LEADING GLOBAL TECHNICAL NETWORK 
FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND 
STUDENTS IN THE TUNNELING & UNDERGROUND 
INDUSTRY.

• Encourage collaboration across borders and across 
languages

• Develop an active connected global network of 
young tunnellers

• Grow the ITAym participants to be the future of the 
ITA

• Further the integration of ITAym within ITA WGs 
and committees
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Breakthrough 2019 Edition

• Feature articles (Austria, 
Columbia, Mexico)

• ITAym World Map

• 5 from 5 (China, India, USA, 
Netherlands, Switzerland)

• ITA Awards

• A week in my life (Greece)

• Committee Interview (ITACUS)

We are always looking for quality 
content so please make sure to 
keep in touch if you have any items 
to share
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Plus Finland (2019)



ITA Awards – Young Engineer of the Year

• 2018 edition had an outstanding cohort 
including designers, contractors, clients and 
academics

• 2019 awards to be held in Miami, USA

• Entries close 15th June 2019
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Improving process
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• Communication via Slack & WhatsApp

• Establishment of Newsletter

• Video conference via AppearIn – meetings every 6 weeks (9 per 
year plus 1 at WTC)

• Utilise Sli.do

• Continued increase presence on facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter etc. 

• How else can we assist in communicating?



ITA-CET Intergration
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Member  Nation 
Reports

• Mexico
• India

12



AMITOS
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WTC 2019 - Naples

Candidates for ITAym Steering Board 

Period 2019-2021
ITAym - Candidates 34



ITAym Candidates

Remarks: 

• Additional Nominations at ITAym General Assembly are possible. 

• All Candidates will present themselves shortly at the ITAym General Assembly. 
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Sandeep Singh Nirmal
India

Max Barbosa
Brazil

Dr. Daniele Martinelli
Italy

Alena Conrads
Germany

Timothy Packulak
Canada



Sandeep Singh Nirmal, India

April 2019 ITAym - Candidates 36

• Age: 29

• Working at RITES Ltd. - Assistant Manager (Tunnel), design consultant

• Masters in Tunnelling and Underground Space, University of Warwick

• Active Member of British Tunnelling Society (BTS) and Tunnelling Association of India (TAI)

• Co-founder and  chair of TAIym in 2018

• Young Tunneller of the Year 2019 award by TAI

• Contestant of Harding Prize 2019 (UK) – ended up as runner up this year

• Technical Papers published in Tunnel Asia Conference 2019 and WTC 2019 and Presentations of
his work on design of segmental lining on several conferences

"I am an active member of British Tunnelling Society and Tunnelling Association of India. Active participation in both the societies have 

kept me motivated to work for development of tunnelling industry."

"There is immense potential in tunnelling and young members have huge responsibilities to deliver with this potential. ITAym may look 

forward to provide more opportunities to young member groups of member nations to collaboration using regular technical webinars, 

planning Deep Think Initiatives, motivating member nations to form young members group and motivating young professionals to write 

technical papers for national and international conferences. I am working towards Think Deep Initiative to be organised in India in near 

future and am confident that the same will be a reality soon.

Additionally, members groups may look forward to organise exchange annual programs where young members groups may plan 

collaborative events annually to strengthen collaboration between them. A similar model is under discussion between TAIym and young 

tunnel professionals from Singapore where an annual event will be held alternatively in each country to share ideas and collaboration for 

development of tunnelling industry."



Max Barbosa, Brazil

• Age: 26

• Working at University of Brasília / Solotrat – Graduate Student / Partner (VP of Research and 
Development)

• Graduate student of Geotechnical Engineering, Civil Engineering degree with summa cum laude, 
University of Brasília

• Partner at Solotrat, a geotechnical speciality contractor. 

• Experience as field engineer, designer and consultant of geotechnical works. 

• Intern in 2 SEM tunnel works and supervision and design of geotechnical works in major
companies in Brazil. 
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"Because of my background, I see the future of tunneling and geotechnical engineering as a design-build reality, with strong synergy 

between academy and industry."

"As a volunteer to the ITAYM Steering Board I will contribute not only with my insights in academy and industry but also with my 

experience from working as a volunteer at University of Brasília Alumni (currently serving as President) and Brasília Toastmasters 

(currently serving as Director of Logistics). I strongly believe in the role of ITA-AITES and ITAYM for the future of tunneling, as I could see 

in WTC 2016, WTC 2017 and WTC 2018. Being part of the ITAYM Steering Board will certainly be a win-win to both the Board and for

me."



Daniele Martinelli, Italy

• Age: 33

• Working at Politecnico di Torino – Assistant Professof of Tunnelling and Excavation Engineering

• Master in Enviromental Engineering, Politecnico di Torine & Aalto University of Science and 
Technology and TKK Helsinki (Erasmus 1 year)

• PhD Degree in Environment and Territory, Politecnico di Torino

• Publication of several papers and proceedings for conferences including WTC 2019

• Deputy Coordinator of Post-Graduate Master in Tunnelling and Tunnel Boring Machines at 
Politecnico di Torino 
→ possibility of keeping contacts with tunnel engineers after the graduation, creating an effective 
network and by involving those young tunnelers also in the future for seminars on their new 
activities
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"My main motivations for this candidacy are linked to my deep interest on tunnelling, both with industrial and academic implications."

"I have been involved in this field since my graduation in 2010, first as an engineer in a Finnish design company and then in the university 

as PhD student first and Assistant Professor now. With this academic position I can contribute to the formation of the future engineers of 

this field, especially by teaching at the II level Post-Graduate Master in Tunnelling and Tunnel Boring Machines at Politecnico di Torino."

"I have been involved in my national YM group since its starting: this group is really active thanks to a strong group and a great support 

from our Society SIG and our past Steering Committee Member Giuseppe who actively supported the group also for the organization of 

our first International YM Congress on Tunnelling 4.0."



Alena Conrads, Germany

• Age: 30

• Working at Wayss & Freytag Ingenieurbau AG – Methods Engineer

• Masters in Civil Engineering, Ruhr -University Bochum, Germany

• 2014-2018: Research Assistant at the Institute of Tunnelling and Construction Management, Ruhr 
-University Bochum 

• Finishing Ph.D. appr. Sep 2019. Topic: “Using Process Simulation for Cutting Tool Maintenance 
Scheduling in Mechanised Tunnelling”

• Cofounder and chair of the STUVA-YEP 

• Several publications on supply chain and maintenance scheduling in mechanised tunnelling using 
process simulation.
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"I would like to contribute in the activities of the ITA-YM steering board to support other YM groups by sharing my experience of founding 

your own group and organising events for networking purpose and to encourage technical discussions. In particular, I would like to 

promote the exchange of national groups in the form of interregional events."

"The next years I presumably won’t stay in Germany. Therefore, for me it is a good opportunity to switch from only working in our national 

YM group to the ITA-YM steering board. This way I will not only be able to widen my personal international network but can still actively 

work for a YM group to support young engineers."

"In 2017, we founded the German YM group (STUVA-YEP), I was an active founding member and since then I have been the coordinator

of the group. It was a really great experience to organise and support the events we held the last two years. Experiencing the great feed 

back we got from the young tunnelling engineers in Germany showed us the worth of our work. It is incredible to see the growth of the 

network of each participant. There has always been an interesting discussion at our meetings about the technical presentations that were 

held by young engineers showing the interest of young engineers to widen their knowledge about tunnelling."



Timothy Packulak, Canada

• Age: 26

• Working at Queens University - Research Assistant / Ph.D. Candidate

• Master of Applied Science, Geological Engineering (2018), Queens University

• Doctor of Philosophy Candidate, Geological Engineering at Queens University

• More than four years of geotechnical engineering field experience, in a multitude of areas related 
to geotechnical site investigations, geological and geophysical mapping, rock and soil identification 
and testing, slope stability and underground excavation modeling, and on-site 
supervision/inspection.

• Several publications in the field of Geomechanics. 
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"Since I started in the field of geomechanics and geological engineering over 5 years ago I have always been excited by the challenges 

that tunnelling and underground construction has. The average tunnel engineer is never average as they have to sometimes be a 

structural engineer, a geologist, an instrumentation specialist, a safety officer, a project manager, and much more. This interdisciplinary 

job is what keeps each project unique and also exciting and the reason I am an advocate for the tunnelling industry."

"As a member of the steering board I can bring my experiences from Canada to help further the mission of the ITAym of being a technical 

network platform for young professionals and students in the tunnelling and underground space industry."

"Being part of the expansion of the Tunnelling Association of Canada’s Young Members Group I can take the lessons learned and help 

other members start national groups of their own. As an admin of the TACym, social media page I can help advise the ITAym and other 

member nations on ideas that may work for their social media pages, whether it be through the use of webinars, podcasts, or digital print."



ITA ExCo Tutors
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WTC2020 in Malyasia
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