
29/06/2021 

#ITAym ITAym GA 2021 - Minutes Page 1 of 2 

8th ITAym General Assembly 2021 - Minutes 
Date and Time: 29 / 06 / 2021; 01.00 – 03.00 PM CEST 

Venue: Virtual Meeting (zoom) 

Participants 
Member Nations:  24 

Number of Participants:  38 

Minutes 
The ITAym Steering Board welcomes the member nation delegates, candidates and other participants to the 

meeting. Jasmin Amberg (chair ITAym) presents the current ITAym steering committee and informs that Sandeep 

Singh Nirmal reached the end of term and will leave the committee after the GA. Additionally Keith Bannerman, who 

supported the committee as past-chair during the last year, will leave the committee definitely after the GA.  

The ITAym steering committee thanks Keith and Sandeep for their outstanding work in the ITAym steering 

committee and for their passion for the young members.  

Activity reports and ongoing projects 
Detailed information about the following topics can be found in the attached presentation.  

 Report from ITAym Steering Committee 

 Projects of ITAym Steering Committee 

 Report from Member Nations 

Elections 
There are 13 candidates for 1 open position in the steering committee. The ITAym steering committee congratulates 

all candidates to their nomination.  

Election Rules: 

 Majority of 50% must be reached (in line with the ITA By-Laws) 

 Every voting delegate has 1 vote each round 

 4 rounds of ballot; the candidates with the fewest number of votes are excluded from the next round  

Member Nation Name (First, Last) 

Australia Alena Conrads 

Canada Tim Packulak 

China Xi Jiang 

France Sam Huckle 

Germany Christian Rhein 

India Ayush Raj 

Kenya Vincent Rono 

Member Nation Name (First, Last) 

Mexico Diana Gutiérrez Uclés 

Netherlands Carolina Lantinga 

Portugal Tiago Gomes 

Russia Olga Vershinina 

Turkey Herman Nurnur 

USA Sean McDonald 
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Results: 

 First round: 7 candidates received only 1 vote → 6 candidates remain for the second round: 

Alena Conrads, Tim Packulak, Sam Huckle, Christian Rhein, Diana Gutiérrez Uclés and Vincent Rono 

 Second round: 3 candidates with the most votes remain for the third round: 

Tim Packulak, Sam Huckle, Christian Rhein 

 Third round: nil result, all candidates received the same amount of votes 

 Fourth round: nil result, all candidates received the same amount of votes 

→ None of the candidates received a majority. The position of the steering committee remains open til next year.  

 

WTC 2022 – Copenhagen 
Eyðbjørg Amanda Petersen from Denmark informs about the organization of WTC 2022 in Copenhagen.  

Details can be found in the attached presentation. Important for ITAym: 

 ITA-CET Training course on Sustainability 

 ITAym social event on Monday evening 

 ITAym General Assembly on Wednesday morning 

Closing remarks 
The ITAym Steering Committee thanks all participants of the meeting and points out the various contact options: 

 ITAym email-address – itaym@ita-aites.org  

 ITAym newsletter – sign-up-link: http://eepurl.com/dKluHk  

 ITAym Youtube channel - ITAym - YouTube 

 ITAym LinkedIn profile - linkedin.com/company/itaym/  

 ITAym Instagram profile - instagram.com/itaym35/ 

 ITAym website - https://about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-members  

 

 

 

Jasmin Amberg

Switzerland

Chrysothemis 
Paraskevopoulou

United Kingdom

Alex Nowak La Flor

Brazil

Eyðbjørg Amanda 
Petersen

Denmark

Bartlomiej Dziuban

Poland
Open Position



ITAYM – GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ONLINE - 29th June 2021

The next generation of tunnellers



TODAY’S AGENDA
• Introduction 

• Candidates & 1st round voting

• ITAym Committee Report

• 2nd round voting [if required]

• ITAym Projects

• 3rd round voting [if required]

• Member Nations presentations

• 4rd round voting [if required]

• WTC2022 – Copenhagen 

• Closing remarks
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• Jasmin (Switzerland) - chair 

• Chrysothemis (UK) – vice chair

• Bartlomiej (Poland)

• Alex (Brazil)

• Sandeep (India)

• Eyðbjørg (Denmark)

• Keith (Australia) – past chair

#ITAymGA2021



ITAYM CANDIDATES
4

• Open positions: 1 [Total members steering committee: 6]

• Number of Candidates: 13

• Additional Nominations at ITAym General Assembly are NOT possible 

this year

• Every voting delegate received the personal link for voting and has 1 

vote each round of ballot.

• For election 50% of votes must be reached. There will be max. 4 rounds 

of ballot. If nobody reaches the majority, the position remains open.

• Exclusion of candidates with the fewest number of votes:

Round 1: 4 candidates -> 9 candidates remaining

Round 2: 3 candidates -> 6 candidates remaining

Round 3: 3 candidates -> 3 candidates remaining

Round 4: last round

Name Nation

Diana Gutierrez Mexico

Christian Rhein Germany

Tiago Gomes Portugal

Xi Jiang China

Tim Packulak Canada

Olga Vershinina Russia

Sam Huckle France

Alena Conrads Australia

Sean McDonald USA

Carolina Latinga Netherlands

Herman Nurnur Turkey

Vince Rono Kenya

Ayush Raj India



CANDIDATE PRESENTATION
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DIANA GUTIERREZ

MEXICO

CHRISTIAN RHEIN 

GERMANY

TIAGO GOMES

PORTUGAL

XI JIANG

CHINA

TIM PACKULAK

CANADA

OLGA VERSHININA

RUSSIA

SAM HUCKLE 

FRANCE

ALENA CONRADS

AUSTRALIA

SEAN MCDONALD

USA

CAROLINA 

LATINGA

THE NETHERLANDS

HERMAN NURNUR

TURKEY

VINCE RONO

KENYA

AYUSH RAJ 

INDIA



ITAYM REPORT
Committee Report 2020/2021
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OUR GOALS

TO BE THE LEADING GLOBAL TECHNICAL NETWORK FOR YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND STUDENTS IN THE TUNNELING & 
UNDERGROUND INDUSTRY.

• Encourage collaboration across borders and across 
languages

• Develop an active connected global network of young 
tunnellers

• Grow the ITAym participants to be the future of the ITA

• Further the integration of ITAym within ITA WGs and 
committees
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ITAYM COMMITTEE REPORT
• World Tunnel Day on 4th of December 

Celebration with a 24 hours digital zoom-marathon. 

Encouraging the national ym-groups to be part of it and share their celebration and / or 

national ym-news

-> have a look at the videos here: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgOJn-0R7gor0oCV5kQ_5QRg3ZY4A4YcW

• Continued with the ITAym-newsletter including information from ym-groups all over the 

world 

-> sign-up here: http://eepurl.com/dKluHk

• Using the platform slack for collaboration between ITAym steering board and among 

the national ym representatives.

• Worked towards ITA organisations to get young people involved and contribute actively 

in organization activities. This includes involvement especially in ITACET;

• Actively supporting YM nations events, including ym-conference in Asia and India;

• Edition 7 of Breakthrough in the making
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BREAKTHROUGH 7
• Roundtable on challenging projects

• Working in COVID-age

• BTS anniversary and rise of BTSym

• Extreme tunnels

• Young tunnellers – 2020

• A week in my life

• Five from 5

• Site reports

• Member nation reports

…coming soon !

Digital versions can be accessed at-

https://about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-members/publications

https://tunnellingjournal.com/breakthrough/

Breakthrough 7- Physical copies will be available for orders and shipping 
soon after publication.



ITAYM PROJECTS
YM-Group Starter Kit – Women in ITA –

Contact to Working Groups and Committees –
Collaboration with ITA-CET – World Tunnel Day 2021 – ITA-AITES Tunnelling Week…
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YM-GROUP STARTER KIT
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WOMEN IN ITA



#womeninITA #womenintunnelling #womeninITAym



CONTACT TO WG & COMMITTEES

• Goal:

Improve the contact between WG / Committees and young members

• The WG and Committees are open for interested young members

• Questionnaire for WG / Committees

• Goals / topics of the WG / Committee

• "Products" of the WG / Committee 
(Publications, Achievements)

• Current and planned projects

• Where could an input of a young member help?

• Contact details

• Sharing the information with the ym-community (newsletter, website)
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COLLABORATION WITH ITA-CET



COLLABORATION WITH ITA-CET

LUNCHTIME LECTURE SERIES - #5
8 JUNE 2021

AUTOMATION IN TUNNEL CONSTRUCTION



COLLABORATION WITH ITA-CET



WORLD TUNNEL DAY

Back in 2020…

• 30 countries involved

• > 3000 participants

• 24h of online streaming

Recordings: 

bit.ly/ITAym2020

21

• Australia 
• Austria 
• Brazil 
• Canada 
• Chile 
• Colombia 
• Czech Republic
• Denmark 

• Singapore
• South Korea
• Spain 
• Sweden 
• Switzerland 

• Finland 
• France 
• Germany 
• Greece 
• India 
• Italy 
• Japan 
• Kenya 

• Malaysia 
• Mexico
• New Zealand 
• Norway 
• Poland 
• Portugal 
• UK
• USA



Celebrating World 
Tunnel Day!

(St’Barbara’s Day)



WORLD TUNNEL DAY 2021

In 2021 we are waiting for 

you!

December 4th 2021   (TBC)



TUNNELLING WEEK
(SEPTEMBER 2021)

• September 2021

• Online

• ITAym Session – 2 hours: 

Beyond Tunnelling – views from the next generation of tunnellers

• 6 Presentations

• Finalists to be informed (Early July)



ITAYM MEMBER NATION REPORTS
…

26



ITAym General Assembly on 29th of June
Young Members of CPT

The Portuguese Commission of Tunnels and 
Underground Space

– Young Members Activities 2020/2021

https://cpt.spgeotecnia.pt

- Participation on the World 
Tunnel Day – 4th December 
2020



ITAym General Assembly on 29th of June
Young Members of CPT

- Organization of webinars for 
engineering universities, 
related with tunnel design, 
construction and operation –
1st – 18th March 2021 – IST; 
next – University of Coimbra.

- Lisbon Subway – Green Line 
extension – planning a visit 
for ym



TUNNELLING 
ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

TAIym
TAI

TUNNELLING ASSOCIATION OF 
INDIA YOUNG  MEMBERS

ITAym General Assembly 
2021

Tunnelling Association of India Young Members (TAIym)

Sandeep Singh Nirmal
Chair, TAIym
Member, Steering Board ITAym



Growing strong
• 98 working professional members and 122 members in total including students

• Up from 55 members last year

• Webinars
• 18 webinars conducted in last year

• About 30 hrs of content generated in last year

• Blogs
• 11 blogs published till date

• Tunnel Tales
• Informal interviews of industry experts

• YTC

• Engagement with students
• Guest lectures

• Mentoring students with their thesis
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LinkedIn Followers

• SYTA 2021
• India to host 2nd SYTA in August 2021

• Social media presence
• LinkedIn followership 4000+

• 400+ subscribers and 8300+ views on 
YouTube

taiymyoung@gmail.com

https://in.linkedin.com/company/tunnelling-association-of-india-young-members

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBR-PqpnYff5CCDxLnBpmpg

@taiym35

https://taiym.home.blog/



UPDATE OF BTSYM
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2020

36 webinars for CBT17 webinars for CBTym



2021



Czech Tunnelling association
Young members

▪ Founded in October 2020

▪ 40 members

▪ Incorporated as a Working Group within the Tunnelling Association

▪ Steering board members:

Zdeněk Žižka Simona ZetkováVeronika Pavelcová

Contact: cztaym@seznam.cz



Recent actvities

▪ In December 2020 the group organized a 
webminar with three presentations on 
topics:
▪ Photo-report from Tunnel Deboreč construction 

site, Planned tunnels on the Czech railway, Digital 
tools to design the underground constructions

▪ In April 2021 the group visited a pipe-
jacking construction site near Melnik (CZ) 

▪ You can follow us on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/czech-tunnelling-society-young-members



UPDATE OF SIG-YM
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• Post Covid19:

FTA ym gathering other young professionals to start organizing events

• Finnish national ym representative is chancing every two years

• Max Pihlström 2019-2021

→

• Jari Paajanen 2021-2023

• Currently working in Sweden

• Exceptional professional

• Even stronger

Thank you for your cooperation and all the best for everybody!



WTC 2022 - COPENHAGEN
Announcement
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MEMBER NATION
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ITA-AITES

WTC 2022

Copenhagen

April 22nd to 28th





ELECTION RESULT
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THANK YOU!

Keith Bannermann (Australia) 2017-2021

Sandeep Singh Nirmal (India) 2019-2021

• Elected 2017 at WTC in Bergen, 

representing Australia (ATSym)

• ITAym Chair 2018-2020

• Supported the committee as past 

Chair 2020-2021

• Elected 2019 at WTC in 
Naples, representing India 

(TAIym)
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CLOSING REMARKS
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itaym@ita-aites.org

about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-

members

linkedin.com/company/itaym

instagram.com/itaym35




