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9th ITAym General Assembly 2022 - Minutes 
Date and Time: 06 / 09 / 2022; 04.30 – 06.00 PM CEST  

Venue: Bella Center, Copenhagen 

Participants 
Member Nations present:  21  

Number of Participants:  30 

Minutes 
The ITAym Steering Board welcomes the member nation delegates, candidates and other participants to the 

meeting. Jasmin Amberg (chair ITAym) presents the current ITAym steering committee and informs Chrysothemis 

Paraskevopolou and Bartlomiej Dziuban reached the end of term and will leave the committee after the GA. Jasmin 

Amberg will step down as Chair will support the new steering board as Past Chair for another year.  

The ITAym steering committee thanks Chrysothemis and Bart for their outstanding work in the ITAym steering 

committee and for their passion for the young members.  

Activity reports and ongoing projects 
Detailed information about the following topics can be found in the attached presentation.  

 Report from ITAym Steering Committee 

 Projects of ITAym Steering Committee 

 Report from Member Nations 

Elections 
To achieve continuity in the ITAym Board the Chair and Vice-Chair are chosen by the existing Board and should 

already be members of the Board. Alex Nowak La Flor (Brazil) and Eyðbjørg Amanda Petersen (Denmark) will take 

over the two positions. 

The ITAym Board decided to open 3 positions for new members. The Member Nations nominated 6 Candidates. The 

ITAym steering committee congratulates all candidates to their nomination. The candidates were presented to the 

member nations delegates ahead of the General Assembly. 

Election Rules: 

 Majority of 50% must be reached (in line with the ITA By-Laws) 

 Every voting delegate has as many votes as open positions each round 

 Max.4 rounds of ballot; the candidates with the fewest number of votes are excluded from the next round  

Member Nation Name (First, Last) 

China Xi Jiang 

France Sam Huckle 

Germany Christian Rhein 

Member Nation Name (First, Last) 

Kenya Vincent Rono 

Mexico Carlos David Martinez 

UK Divik Bandopadhyaya 

Results:  

3 candidates reached the majority in the first round and got elected member of the ITAym Steering: Sam Huckle, 

Christian Rhein and Divik Bandopadhyaya 
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ITAym Steering Board 2022 / 2023 

 

WTC 2023 – Athens 
Chrysothemis Paraskevopoulou, who will be the contact person for the ITAym Steering Board regarding the ITAym 

activities during WTC 2023, invites all young members to WTC 2023 in Athens. More information can be found on 

the website: https://wtc2023.gr/  

Closing remarks 
The ITAym Steering Committee thanks all participants of the meeting and points out the various contact options: 

 ITAym email-address – itaym@ita-aites.org  

 ITAym newsletter – sign-up-link: http://eepurl.com/dKluHk  

 ITAym Youtube channel - ITAym - YouTube 

 ITAym LinkedIn profile - linkedin.com/company/itaym/  

 ITAym Instagram profile - instagram.com/itaym35/ 

 ITAym website - https://about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-members  

 

 

 

Alex Nowak 
La Flor

Brazil

Chair

Eyðbjørg
Petersen

Denmark

Vice-Chair

Divik 
Bandopadhyaya

United Kingdom

Member

Samuel 
Huckle

France

Member

Christian 
Rhein

Germany

Member

Jasmin 
Amberg

Switzerland

Past-Chair

https://wtc2023.gr/
mailto:itaym@ita-aites.org
http://eepurl.com/dKluHk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC53FpVHYGvIblWqzOQcgiOw
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https://about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-members
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=992d95a8e5850ffd1d7e0ea56&id=ef7e643c4e


ITAYM – GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Copenhagen - 6th September 2022

The next generation of tunnellers



TODAY’S AGENDA
• Introduction 

• Candidates & 1st round voting

• ITAym Committee Report

• 2nd round voting [if required]

• ITA Sustainability Agenda

• ITAym Projects

• 3rd round voting [if required]

• Member Nations presentations

• 4rd round voting [if required]

• WTC2023 – Athens 

• Closing remarks
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2021/22 
COMMITTEE
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• Jasmin (Switzerland) - chair 

• Chrysothemis (UK) – vice chair

• Bartlomiej (Poland)

• Alex (Brazil)

• Eyðbjørg (Denmark)



BOARD AND CANDIDATES FOR
22/23
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Name Nation Function

2022-2024

Alex Nowak La Flor Brazil Chair

Eyðbjørg Amanda 

Petersen 

Denmark Vice-Chair

Name Nation Function

Christian Rhein Germany Candidate

Sam Huckle France Candidate

Carlos David Martinez Mexico Candidate

Name Nation Function

Divik Bandopadhyaya UK Candidate

Vincent Rono Kenya Candidate

Xi Jiang China Candidate

Name Nation Function

Jasmin Amberg Switzerland Past Chair 22-23 

Chrysothemis

Paraskevopoulou

Greece Contact WTC 2023

Bartlomiej Dziuban Poland end of term

Current Members of the ITAym steering Board and support

Candidates for the ITAym steering Board (random order)



VOTING PROCESS
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• Open positions: 3 [Total members steering committee: 5]

• Number of Candidates: 6

Voting process: 

• Every voting delegate has as many votes as open positions each round

of ballot. 

• For election 50% of votes have to be reached.  

There will be max. 4 rounds of ballot. 

• In order to limit the number of rounds there is the candidate with the

fewest number of votes will be excluded after each round.

After the last round of balloting, if any position remains open, the current 

ITAym steering committee can decide about the acceptance of the 

remaining candidates to the steering committee or leaving the position 

open. 



CANDIDATE PRESENTATION
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2 MINUTES EACH WHAT ARE YOU BRINGING 
TO THE ITAYM?

HOW CAN YOU FURTHER 
THE ITAYM?



CANDIDATE PRESENTATION
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CARLOS MARTINEZ

MEXICO

CHRISTIAN RHEIN 

GERMANY

XI JIANG

CHINA

DIVIK

BANDOPADHYAYA

UK

SAM HUCKLE 

FRANCE

VINCE RONO

KENYA



CARLOS DAVID MARTINEZ -
MEXICO
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• Age: 35

• Senior Tunnel Engineer at Frontier Kemper - Purple Line 
Extension 3 Metro Project

• Member of AMITOS



CHRISTIAN RHEIN, GERMANY
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• Age: 31

• Research Associate at Institute for tunneling and 
construction Management, Ruhr-University Bochum 
(RUB)

• Member of STUVA-YEP



XI JIANG, CHINA
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• Age: 27

• Research Scientist at University of Tennessee, Knoxville, USA

• Member of Tunnel and Underground Works Branch of China Civil 
Engineering Society (CCES)



DIVIK BANDOPADHYAYA - UK

• Age: 28

• Tunnel Engineer at London Bridge Associates Ltd.; seconded to 
Skanska Costain Strabag Joint Venture as the Northolt Tunnel 
West Senior Tunnel Engineer

• Member of The British Tunnelling Society
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SAM HUCKLE, FRANCE

• Age: 31

• Package manager at FCC Construcción

• Member of Association Française Tunnel et Espace Souterrain 
(AFTES)
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VINCE RONO - KENYA

• Age: 31

• Engineering Cordinator at AVIC INTL 

• Member of the Tunnelling Association of Kenya (TAK)
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ITAYM REPORT
Committee Report 2021/2022
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OUR GOALS

TO BE THE LEADING GLOBAL TECHNICAL NETWORK FOR YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND STUDENTS IN THE TUNNELING & 
UNDERGROUND INDUSTRY.

• Encourage collaboration across borders and across 
languages

• Develop an active connected global network of young 
tunnellers

• Grow the ITAym participants to be the future of the ITA

• Further the integration of ITAym within ITA WGs and 
committees
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ITAYM COMMITTEE REPORT
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• World Tunnel Day on 3rd of December 2021
Celebration with a 24 hours digital zoom-marathon. 
Encouraging the national ym-groups to be part of it and share 
their celebration and / or national ym-news
-> have a look at the videos here: World Tunnel Day 2021 – YouTube

• Continued with the ITAym-newsletter including information 
from ym-groups all over the world 
-> sign-up here: http://eepurl.com/dKluHk

• Using the platform slack for collaboration between ITAym
steering board and among the national ym representatives. 

• Worked towards ITA organisations to get young people 
involved and contribute actively to organization activities. This 
includes involvement especially in ITACET;

• Actively supporting YM nations events, including ym-
conference in Asia;

• Edition 7 of Breakthrough published

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgOJn-0R7gopTFu5aYDa0Nd3NR4QPElcz
http://eepurl.com/dKluHk


BREAKTHROUGH 2021
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• All editions can be found here: 
https://tunnellingjournal.com/breakthrough/

• In the last edition we focused on different 
challenges in Tunnelling. Have a glimpse either
digitally or get a printed copy at our ITAym
booth!

• Possibility to order copies of breakthrough
directly from Tunnelling Journal. The copies are
for free, you just have to pay for the shipping. 
If you are interested please contact Daniel 
Lee-Billinghurst(daniel@tunnellingjournal.com).

https://tunnellingjournal.com/breakthrough/


BREAKTHROUGH 2022 

• General theme: 
projects and new technology to meet climate change, 
sustainability and social resilience goals (including energy, 
pollution reduction, carbon offset, etc.).

…we are looking for your contribution!

• YM Member Nation news –
call for news articles on young member activities for 2021/2022 (200-500 words, plus 
photos) 

• Week in My Life author – should link to the issue theme  (3-4 pages/2000-2500 words)

• 3 or 4 project/site reports:  these should focus on the work of the young engineer writing 
the article, giving insight into their contribution to the project/ initiative/ company they 
work for (should link to the issue theme)

• 5 from Five interview candidates

Interested / Ideas? Get in touch with the ITAym Board or directly with Tunnelling Journal 
(amanda@tunnellingjournal.com)

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/6db452e3#/6db452e3/1
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/09601926#/09601926/1
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/3c670b62#/3c670b62/1
https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/9048a6aa#/9048a6aa/1
https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/cccad0b8#/cccad0b8/1
https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/dd5cc33c#/dd5cc33c/1
https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/dd5cc33c#/dd5cc33c/1


ITA-AITES SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA
Arnold Dix – Candidate for ITA-AITES President
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ITAYM PROJECTS
YM-Group Starter Kit – Women in ITA –

Contact to Working Groups and Committees –
Collaboration with ITA-CET – World Tunnel Day 2021 – ITA-AITES Tunnelling Week…
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YM-GROUP STARTER KIT

21

• The YM-Group Starter Kit is available under this Link

ITAym_StarterKit.pdf (dropbox.com)

• The content should support nations in setting up a 

young members group and give some ideas for

improvement for existing young member groups. 

• If you have additional ideas and recommendations 

feel free to contact us (itaym@ita-aites.org), we are 

happy to add any useful inputs.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/oztxphsiwk45yq3/ITAym_StarterKit.pdf?dl=0
mailto:itaym@ita-aites.org


CONTACT TO WG & COMMITTEES

• Goal:

Improve the contact between WG / 

Committees and young members

• Questionnaire for WG / Committees sent out 

• Summarizing the answers and sharing the 

information through a one-pager. 

• Still many WG missing, but we complete it 

step by step
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COLLABORATION WITH ITA-CET



COLLABORATION WITH ITA-CET



COLLABORATION WITH ITA-CET

LUNCHTIME LECTURE SERIES - #18
13 SEPTEMBER 2022

TUNNELS AND EARTHQUAKES

www.itacet.org/lunchtime-series



WORLD 
TUNNEL DAY

Back in 2021…

• 24 countries involved

• 24h of online streaming

Recordings: 

bit.ly/ITAym2021
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• New Zealand
• Australia
• China
• India

• Sri Lanka
• Turkey
• Greece
• Italy
• Germany
• Czeh Republic

• Austria
• France
• Netherlands
• Switzerland
• Faroe Island
• Sweden
• Finland
• United Kingdom
• Norway
• Spain
• Portugal
• USA
• Mexico
• Brazil



Celebrating World 
Tunnel Day!

(St’Barbara’s Day)



Celebrating World 
Tunnel Day!

(St’Barbara’s Day)



WORLD TUNNEL DAY 2022

In 2022 we are waiting for 

you!

December 4th 2022 (TBC)



ITAYM MEMBER NATION REPORTS
…
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ITA Young Members Session

Copenhagen - September 6th, 2022

AFTES Young Members

TAILLANDIER Arnaud
(TELT)



ITA Young Members Session - Copenhagen - September 6th, 2022

AFTES & AFTES Young Members

2017 
January

2017

December

AFTES YM

1972 
January

• French young’s engineers start to gather, and gain support from AFTES

• AFTES YM group created inside AFTES 
association 

• Share knowledge with young engineers

• Common event with sister association 
(Geotechnical & neighbour countries)

• Integrate young's into AFTES

• AFTES creation 50 years !



ITA Young Members Session - Copenhagen - September 6th, 2022

AFTES & AFTES Young Members

138 Young 
members

(13%)



JAPAN – JTA-YM
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Czech Tunnelling association
Young members

▪ Founded in October 2020

▪ 40 members

▪ Incorporated as a Working Group within the Tunnelling Association

▪ Steering board members:

Zdeněk Žižka Simona ZetkováVeronika Pavelcová

Contact: cztaym@seznam.cz



Recent actvities

▪ In April 2021 the group visited a 
pipe-jacking construction site near 
Melnik (CZ)

▪ In October 2021 Symposium and 
site visit of Metro D construction 
site in Prague

▪ You can follow us on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/czech-tunnelling-society-young-members

https://www.linkedin.com/company/czech-tunnelling-society-young-members


265 days….

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
30th September 2022
www.ucprague.com

ITA endorsed
conference

http://www.ucprague.com/


Carried out activities

1. Tunnelling Forums

2. Contact establishment with other Tunnelling Societies

3. Official and unofficial meetings

4. Working groups update

5. Lectures

6. 1ST Edition Spanish Young Tunneller

42



Upcoming activities

1. Webinar technical session AMITOS

2. On site visits

3. Official and unofficial meetings

4. Working groups
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WTC 2023 - ATHENS
Announcement
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#AthensWTC2023

ITA-AITES 

World Tunnel Congress

12-18 May 2023

GREEK 
TUNNELLING 
SOCIETY



https://wtc2023.gr



ELECTION RESULT
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ELECTION RESULT
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THANK YOU!

Chrysothemis Paraskevopoulou (UK / Greece) 2018-2022

Bartlomiej Dziuban(Poland) 2020-2022

• Elected 2020 at WTC Online
(Kualalumpur), representing Poland

• ITAym Board Member 2020-2022 

• Elected 2018 at WTC in Dubai, representing 
UK (BTSym) and now Greece (GTSym)

• ITAym Vice-Chair 2020-2022

• Will support the new Committee as contact 
person to WTC 2023 in Athens



CLOSING REMARKS
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itaym@ita-aites.org

about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-

members

linkedin.com/company/itaym

instagram.com/itaym35

mailto:itaym@ita-aites.org
https://about.ita-aites.org/wg-committees/young-members
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JOIN US!

STARTING FROM 7 PM


